From Vineberg to bypass: a "second-hand" internal mammary artery.
A patient operated upon 20 years ago for myocardial revascularization with two Vineberg procedures and one coronary artery bypass graft (CABG) on the right coronary artery had a recurrence of unstable angina due to the thrombosis of the left internal mammary artery (IMA) and the right CABG. The right IMA was patent but stenosed distally. Reoperation was performed with a direct end to side anastomosis of the patent right IMA onto the left anterior descending artery and a saphenous vein graft as a CABG on the marginal branch. We comment on the choice of this "second hand" IMA graft and the pathological appearances of the patent IMA.